CENTRE CLASS
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WELCOME

TO

OUR SCHOOL
“An excellent provision” Ofsted May 2007

Centre Class PRU

C/o The Caretakers House

Swanley Technology College

St Mary’s Road

Swanley

Kent

BR8 7TE

Phone: 01322 665209

Fax    : 01322 665209

Website: www.centre-class.kent.sch.uk
Email: Headteacher@centre-class.kent.sch.uk
For pupils travelling to the Centre in taxis please contact the taxi company by 7am and the school if your child will not be attending for any reason:

Jet taxi’s: 07888 744438

Sapphire Cars Limited: 01322 222111

KENTS’ AIMS OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

The Kent Education authority requires all schools to adopt the following education aims:-

· To maintain and develop in pupils, lively enquiring minds; to promote the ability to question and argue rationally; to encourage pupils to apply themselves to a range of tasks and skills.

· To emphasise the importance of language, numeration, science, the aesthetic and physical areas of learning and to develop competence in them.

· To foster attitudes which will instil self-confidence in pupils, create in them a sense of personal excellence and help them to acquire knowledge and skills relevant to life and work in a fast-changing world.

· To help pupils to understand the world in which they live and the inter-dependence of individuals, groups and nations.

· To develop in pupils the ability to appreciate critically. Human achievement and aspirations.

The curriculum is the means whereby these aims are pursued. Centre Class will endeavour to also follow these aims with a particular focus.

· To value children with emotional and behavioural needs and develop an all round view of children with such needs.

· To enable children to take responsibility their own behaviour and learning.

· To work in partnership with parents for the benefits of the child.

Every Child Matters: Our Vision Values & Aims

At Centre Class we are committed to the Every Child Matters programme. The programme is a national approach to the well-being of children and it’s aim is for every child regardless of their age, background or circumstances to have the support they need to:-

· Be healthy

· Stay safe

· Enjoy and achieve

· Make a positive contribution

· Achieve economic well being

The curriculum is the means whereby these aims are pursued. 

Centre Class will endeavour to also follow these aims with a particular focus on the following:-

· To enjoy learning within a curriculum that is engaging, relevant and meets their individual needs.

· To enable children to take responsibility for their own behaviour and learning therefore enabling them to feel safe and achieve.

· To make a positive contribution to the school and wider community and know that their contribution is valued.

· To adopt a safe and healthy lifestyle through exercise, diet and being aware of dangers and risks by enabling them to make appropriate judgements.

· To feel safe and enjoy working in school by providing an environment which is free from bullying or disruption to their learning by teaching them self discipline for the benefit of themselves and others.

· To be willing to achieve by being creative and taking risks in learning without fear of ridicule Learning from their mistakes and building on successes.

CENTRE CURRICULUM

Centre Class follows a broad and balanced curriculum and endeavours to deliver the National Curriculum covering a wide range of studies and activities including: Numeracy, Literacy, Science and Technology, History, Geography, Art and Craft, Drama, Information Technology, Physical Education, Music and Religious Education.

The Children will work on Numeracy, Reading and Language individually at their own rate and level and may sometimes work in a group.

The Centre has no particular religious affiliation.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from assemblies of Religious Education if they wish. Any considering this should contact the Teacher-in-Charge.

Complaints about the Curriculum and Religious Worship.
The Local Education Authority has published a leaflet explaining what parents should do if they have a complaint about the curriculum or religious worship in their child’s school. The leaflet encourages parents to discuss the complaint with the Centre first. It says that the great majority of complaints can be resolved in this way. However, a parent who is still dissatisfied can refer the complaint to a Panel of the Local Education Authority and, finally, to the Secretary of State of Education. Full details are set out in the leaflet “The Curriculum and Religious Worship in Schools: Arrangements for considering Complaints.” Copies are available free of charge from the school or from the North West Area Education Office.

Children with Special Education Needs.
The class teacher will cater for the different needs of children by group or individual work during ordinary lesson time or out of it. Each pupil has an Individual Management Programme incorporating both Learning and Behavioural targets. Your child may receive learning support on integration into school.

Annual Reviews.
Annual Reviews for pupils with a Statement of Educational Needs will be carried out as LEA’s policy

For pupils attending on a part time basis this will be held at the parent school.

Parent/Teacher Interviews.             [image: image2.wmf]
During each term you will be invited to the Centre to meet your child’s teacher and to discuss his/her progress. It is essential that teachers and parents work together if a child is to do well. For this reason parents are expected to come to Parent/Teacher Interviews.

If at any time you wish to discuss anything concerning your child, you will be welcome to do so. In order to save yourself a wasted journey, it would be advisable to telephone or write first.

Reports.
A written report will be given on each child towards the end of the Christmas Term, the Easter Term and the Summer Term before Parent/Teacher Interviews. It can then be discussed at that time.

Home/School Contact Sheet.
[image: image1.wmf]This sheet is designed to give you an overall view of your child’s day.  Please feel free to write any comments or information on the sheet that you may think it is necessary for us to know. 

Homework.                                                 [image: image3.wmf]                              
Homework is given each Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Children may be asked to do some research activities or have tables and spellings to learn, reading books to share and these are things that parents can help with.

School Visits.                         [image: image4.wmf]
From time to time during the school year the children go on Educational Visits connected with their studies. These may be visits to the local library or perhaps the historic buildings of London. The visits are always connected with school work and children are expected to go.

It is the Centre’s policy to ask for voluntary contributions to cover the cost of the visit. We work out the cost including coach fare, and divide it equally among the children going. Parents are then asked to pay the same amount for each child. This is the voluntary contribution.

Sex Education.
Sex Education will not be part of the curriculum of this Centre but children’s questions on these matters will be dealt with tactfully and honestly.

School Uniform.                
Pupils are expected to wear uniform for the Centre Class comprising of the following:
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                 Grey/black trousers

                 White polo shirt

                 Royal blue sweatshirt (without a hood)

If a pupil is attending their own school as well, it is permissible for them to wear their own school uniform instead.                        

[image: image9.wmf]
Baseball caps can be worn in the summer months but may only be worn outside.               
Physical Education.                           

All children must have a change of clothes for P.E. and Games. 
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       Boys:          Shorts,  T. Shirt,  Plimsolls/Trainers

       Girls:          Shorts,  T. Shirt,  Leotard,  Plimsolls/Trainers

For games outside a tracksuit or sweatshirt is often very useful. Children playing football will need strong trainers or football boots.

A change of clothes is essential - children sometimes have the idea that if they wear shorts to school that they will do for P.E.  It is not a good idea for a child to continue to wear clothes that are sweaty, damp/muddy.

Children who are unable to take part in P.E. or games lessons for any reason, eg. illness or injury need to bring a note to say so.

Swimming.                               [image: image5.wmf]
Weekly sessions will be at Whiteoak Pool, Swanley.

A charge of £2.00 is requested to cover the cost of the entry to the pool.

The swimming pool is in walking distance from the Centre and the journey will be supervised by Staff from the Centre. A coat must be brought to school for the walk to the pool.

Good behaviour is expected at all times and all rules must be followed or the right to go swimming will be withdrawn.

Art and Craft.
Some Art and Craft activities are rather messy, eg. painting and woodwork. So in order to protect clothing an overall of some sort is needed. It could be an apron or old shirt.
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Breakfast & Tuck

Cereals / toast cup of tea
£1.50 a week

Healthy eating tuck shop
£1.50 a week   

These are available to all pupils who attend the Centre in the mornings

CENTRE CLASS ORGANISATION
The Centre is organised into three classes of mixed ability comprised of:

          2    Key Stage 2 groups

          1    Key Stage 1 group

Centre Sessions.

8.45a.m.                                                 School begins.

10.45a.m. - 11.00a.m.                            Morning break.

11.00a.m. - 12.00p.m.                            Second session.

12.00p.m. - 12.50p.m.                            Lunch break

12.50p.m. - 2.45p.m.                              Afternoon session

  2.45p.m.                                                End of day

      NB   Friday school finishes 12.30p.m. for pupils.

Absences.
All absences must be explained by a note or telephone call from home. This is clearly a safeguard against truancy! It is helpful if a message is received at the Centre on the first day a child is away.

[image: image15.wmf]Journeys To and From School.
· Pupils must wear seat belts.                                 

· Obey Taxi Drivers instructions at all times.

· Unacceptable behaviour may lead to withdrawal of transport. It will then be the parents’ responsibility to ensure that their child gets to school.

HEALTH  AND  SAFETY.

Pastoral Care
The staff are always concerned for the well-being of the children, not only for their academic progress. This is part of the class teacher’s task initially.

Child Protection.
This Centre follows the Kent County Council Child Protection procedure. This means that if we believe that a child has received a non-accidental injury or is in danger of any sort of abuse we always inform the appropriate agencies.

Insurance.
No personal accident insurance is provided by the County, nor is personal property insured.

Parents are advised to take out their own insurance for both personal property and accidents.

[image: image16.wmf]A ‘Pupils Personal Accident Scheme’ leaflet can be obtained from school via the National Confederation of Parent/Teacher associations.
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Jewellery/Personal Belongings.                  
The Centre does not recommend the wearing of jewellery, ie. earrings, necklaces etc., such items can be temptation to others and can cause injury. All jewellery must, in any case, be removed for P.E., Games and Swimming lessons.

We do not allow children to bring personal belongings unless this has been agreed by the class teacher.
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Dogs.
For reasons of hygiene and children’s safety no dogs are allowed on the Centre site. This is because of disease and because some children are afraid of dogs. Therefore parents are asked not to bring dogs onto the Centre site at any time.

BEHAVIOUR  POLICY.

The aim of our behaviour policy is to ensure that children learn the value of self discipline and learn to have respect for those different from themselves.

Means of Achievement:
·  By establishing clear rules for the conduct of those in our Centre.

·  By explaining that bullying or intimidation of any kind will not be               

          tolerated.

·  By the involvement of all staff, teaching and non-teaching, in our behaviour   

     policy.

·  By the involvement of parents throughout their children’s education, ie. not

     only when problems arise. 

The Centre’s behaviour policy is based on the principles adopted by good teachers, that it must be clear, consistent and fair. Children who behave well, and this is always the great majority, must be praised and rewarded. Children who choose to break the rules must know the consequences. Rules apply to classroom and playtime activities.

Centre Rules
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·  Follow instructions at all times.

·  No fighting or play fighting.      

·  No bad language or provoking others, ie. name calling, racial abuse.

· [image: image20.wmf] Physical injury to others, children and adults is unacceptable. 

Children who follow the rules can win points and stickers.

[image: image21.wmf]Children who break the rules will do detention at playtime, dinner time or Friday afternoon.                                     

The Centre staff are responsible for discipline within their own class in the first instance.

Serious or repeated bad behaviour will be dealt with by the Teacher-in-Charge and parents will be contacted.

Children will only be restrained in order to protect the safety of themselves, others and property.

No behaviour policy can succeed unless the home and school work together. It is clearly essential that parents support teachers in their discipline programme.

Parents will be expected to contribute to repair of deliberate breakages.
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Traffic Light System
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1. Pupil’s name starts in the green area.                                           

2. Warning given if behaviour is unacceptable.

3. If behaviour continues the pupil’s name is moved

into the amber area. Behaviour recorded on     incident sheet – pupil misses 5 minutes of playtime / lunch play(mornings only) T.V. time (afternoons)

4. If behaviour still continues pupil’s name moves 

    into the red area.

5. Behaviour recorded on incident sheet - pupil 

    misses 10 minutes of playtime / lunch play

    (mornings only) T.V. time (afternoons)

6. Pupil/staff colours box on day sheet, accordingly,

    at the end of the session.

1 - 6 is repeated for every session throughout the day. On Friday those who have remained mainly in the green area throughout the week are rewarded by having the choice of special activities during point spending.
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Bullying

What is bullying?                                                  

“Very simply, bullying happens when a person is subjected to repeated aggressive acts over a period of time by another person or persons. If bullying happened to adults it would be called harassment, assault, mental cruelty, extortion, criminal damage, racial abuse, sexual abuse and so on.

Bullying can involve physical or verbal attacks, name calling, malicious gossip, damaging or stealing the property of the victim or coercing the victim into acts which they do not wish to do.”  

                                      Advisory Centre for Education.

There has been much publicity recently concerning bullying in schools. In order to make sure that it is not a problem in the Centre we stress that:

·  Physical or verbal abuse is not allowed.

·  Children should be kind to each other.

·  Any child who feels he or she is being bullied must tell a member of staff.

·  Parents who feel that their child has a problem of this kind must contact the 

Centre.

We hope you have found the information useful in this booklet and welcome any further ideas, suggestions or any other items you would like to see included.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please sign and return to Centre Class Teacher-in-Charge.

We / I have read the Centre policy and agree to support the staff and my 

son/daughter……………………………...... in carrying out these aims.

Signed……………………………………………………………

Date...............................................................................................

Centre Class operates in conjunction with the following policies:

Accessibility Strategy

Anti bullying Policy

Attendance Policy

Behaviour Policy

Confidentiality Policy

Curriculum Policy

Differentiation Policy

Drug Education Policy

E Safety Policy

Freedom of Information Policy

Gender Equality Policy

Healthy Eating Policy

Health and Safety Policy

Homework Policy

Internet Access Policy

Looked After Children Policy

Non Smoking policy

Performance management Policy

Physical Activity Policy

Physical restraint Guidelines

Race Equality policy

Racial Incident policy and Procedure

Safeguarding Policy

Sex Relationship Education Policy

Spiritual, Moral and Cultural Development Policy

Teaching and Learning Policy

Any policies can be made available to you and will shortly be available on our website

www.centre-class.kent.sch.uk which MUST be types into the top URL bar (it cannot be Googled)

If actual paper copies are requested, a small charge will be made for this service.

